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i . SffiROIDERIES INDUSTRY COnMITTM RECOwtffiNDS 37|-CENT MINIMUM WAGE RATE 

A minimina wage of 3*^ cents aa hour was recommended for the embroideries 

Industry In an informal report by Industry Committee No. 15 to Colonel Philip B. 

Fleming, Administrator of the VJage and Hour Division, U. S. Department of Labor, 

today. Thi3 action was taken by a vote of ten to one at the Committee's final session 

last night. This recommended minimum will increase the earnings of 4i400 of th©-

14,250 Tivorkers in establishments in the embroideries industry. Approximately 30 

per cent of the total number of v/age earners employed in establishments are now 

receiving less than 37̂ - cents per hour. Homeworkers, although not included in this 

figure, are covered by the recommendation. The formal report containing the recom­

mendation v/ill be submitted to Colonel Fleming early next v/eek. 

Shovild this rate be approved by the Administrator after a public hearing in 

which interested parties may appear in support or opposition to the proposal, it 

would be an average increase of approximately two per cent in the total wage bill 

in the New York raetropolitan area, Philadelphia, and Chicago; arrd approximately four 

per cent in the other areas where the products of the industry are manvifactured. 

These estimated direct increases in the industry's wage bill are equivalent to 

approximately one per cent increase in the manufacturers' total operating costs in 

the New York metropolitan area, Philadelphia and Chicago, and to an approximately 

two per cent increase in manufacturers' total operating costs in the other areas. 

The formal report of the Coinmittee vdll bear the signature of the ten 

members voting in favor of the recommendation. Abraham Friedensohn of the 
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Publ ic Art Embroidery Company, I n c . , New York, the employer member of the Coinmittee 

who voted i n oppos i t ion to the recoiraaemdation. sa id he would f i l e a separa te 

d i s s e r t i n g r e p o r t . ,; 

A v/age study was made by the Bureau of Labor S t a t i s t i c s . The Committee 

had f'or i t s cons ide ra t i on a comprehensive economic r e p o r t on the embroider ies 

i ndus t ry prepared bv the Research and S t a t i s t i c s Branch of the Wage and Hour 

Divi,'5ion. The Comr.aittee a l so rece ived w r i t t e n s ta tements from i n t e r e s t e d persons 

from the indi is t ry end inforraal ly hear o the r s a t the mee t ing . 

For the i-urpos'j of e s t a b l i s h i n f a minimum wage, t h e Embroideries Indus t ry 

was defined fo r the oorari t tee a s : 

"The product ion of a.ll kinds of hard and machine-made embroider ies and 
ornamental s t i t chdr igs , includin;;;, but not byway of l i m i t a t i o n , t uck ing , s h i r r i n g , 
smccking, hevasti tching, hand r o l l i n g , f ago t i ng , bonnaz embroidery, aj jplique, 
crochfit beading, hand d r i v i n g , machine drav/ing, rh ines tone trifiiming, sequin 
trinii-ning, span.glc triimning, e y e l e t s , passem.ontorio, p l e a t i n g , the a p p l i c a t i o n of 
rh incs tones and n a i l h e a d s , S c h i f f l i embroidery and l a c e s , burn t -ou t lacos and 
v e l v e t s , Swiss hcjid loo-j. machine embroidery, t i iread s p l i t t i n g , embroidery th read 
c u t t i n ' , sca l lop cv.t t ingj lace c r . t t ing , l ace malcing-up, moicing-up of o.mbroiderod 
yard goods, s tr tdj-ht c u t t i n g of embroidery end c u t t i n g ou t of embroidery^ embroid­
e ry t r immings, b ind ings , p i p i n g s , and ernblerasj provided , hov/ever, t h a t (1) the 
fo regoing , -'jvhcn produced or perforined by a ntnuf a c t u r e r of a garment, f a b r i c or 
o the r a r t i c l e for uso on such gL-rmont, f a b r i c , or o the r a r t i c l e , and (2) tho manu­
f a c t u r e of covered bu t tons c'Jid buck les , shcdl not be inc luded , " 

The v/crking of t h i s d e f i n i t i o n was expla ined a t t he time of tho Committee's 

appointment in v. memorandum t o Colonel Fle'rning from Burton E. Opijonhoim, Di rec to r 

of the Indus t ry Co:Tianitteo Brench of the Div i s ion , as fo l lows : ' / . : : 

"Only the p roduc t ion of separa te embroidery e s t ab l i shmen t s i s covorod by 
tho d e f i r d t i o n . Not cov<:.;rsd arc embroider ies 'produced or performed by a mcoiu-
f a c t u r e r of a i-;:arrrier:t, f ab r i c or othor a r t i c l e for use on such £a.rmont, f a b r i c , 
or o ther a r t i c l e . ' As an i l l u s t r a t i o n , when a mcjaufacturer of i n f a i t s ' and 
c h i l d r e n ' ? outorv/oar has embroider-'- --rrovA done by h i s ovm omploj'-oes, such embroid- " 
c ry i s not co'vered by the d-ef in i t ion. If, however, he .has the v/ork dono by a 
sepa ra te cmhroidcry manufacturer t h a t p roduc t ion i s included under the Embroideries 
Indus t ry d e f i n i t i o n . Tho manufacture of covered bu t tons and buckles i s excluded 
from t h i s d e f i n i t i o n because i-t i s included i n t h e Apparel Wage Order ." 
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The Committee met all day Wednesday in a session which ended last night— 

11 members, four of v/hom represented tho public, foiir the employees and three the 

employers, being present. Max Meyer, of New York, the 8Biairman, presided. He is 

Chainr.an of the Millinery Stabilization Commdttee and a member of the Kew York 

State Mediation Board, . : ' . 

Other members of the Coimnittee are: ,-, • 

For the Public ;,_•.• : , " 

Kenneth L, M, Pray, Dean of the Pennsyl-ra.nia School of Social Vv'ork, Philadelphia 
Kiss Eli28.beth S, Magee, Exocutive Secretary, Consumers' League of Ohio,Cleveland 
Clydo E. Danl::ert, Assistant Professor of Economics, Dartmouth College,Hanover,l>j,H, 

For the Employers 

Abraham. Friedensohn of Public Art Embroidery, Inc, New York City 
Louis Knee, Star Binding and Trimming Corporation, New York City '. 
Ernest Mosmann of John Mosmann & Sons, Inc, North Bergen, New Jersey 
I. Rosnikoff, Vfell-Made Novelty Co., CMcago, (absent) '::A----: 

For the Employees 

Frank Colaiuti of the Textile Vforkers Union of America, Nev/ York City 
Z, L, Freedman, Manager of the Em.broidery Yforkers Union, Local ̂ 66, of the Inter­

national Ladies' Garaent VJorkors' Union, New York City 
Abraham Plotkin, Manager of the Embroidery I'Torkers Union, Local -7;̂ 212, of the 

International Ladies' Ganncnt Workers' Union, Chicago 
Frederick F. Umhoy, Executive Secretary of the International Ladies' Garment 

Workers' Union, Nov/ York City 

JA. JJ. J I . J l 
IT i r Tr TT 
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